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Members of Wa-Hi’s Extracurricular Orchestra group
treated board members with sounds of the holidays at
last night’s meeting.

Under the direction of Orchestra Teacher Julia
Woods, this group of talented musicians meets once a
week after school to play in this select group.

These musicians also participate in Wa-Hi’s traditional
orchestra. The students began last night’s board meet-
ing with a powerful playing of the National Anthem.
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Board praises Blue Ridge Principal
Linda Boggs for national recognition

Board members recognized Blue Ridge
Principal Linda Boggs last night for being
named the state’s Distinguished Elementary
Principal for 2003 by the Association of
Washington School Principals (AWSP).

Boggs recently traveled to Washington
D.C. to serve as the state’s nominee to the
National Distinguished Principals Program.
The award serves to honor exemplary
elementary and middle school principals who
set the pace, character, and quality of the education children receive
during their early school years.

Blue Ridge is a diverse school with multiple challenges,
including poverty and language. Nearly 90 percent of its students
qualify for the state’s free and reduced lunch program.

And yet, under Boggs’ leadership, the school has continued to
make academic gains, particularly on the Washington Assessment
of Student Learning.

Linda Boggs

Promising results surface as board reviews
achievement report during work session

Deputy Superintendent Judy Reault and ESEA/Certifi-
cation Administrator Len Taruscio presented the annual Stu-
dent Achievement Report to school board members last night
during a special work session.

The Student Achievement Report provides detailed infor-
mation relating to student progress on state, federal and lo-
cal assessments. Taruscio also showed board members the
OSPI Report Card and Scholarlnk websites. Copies of the
report are available at each school and the Curriculum Office.

Rudnick acknowledged for a job well done

Superintendent Rich
Carter presents School
com® Board member Toni

Rudnick with a plaque
thanking her for her service
as president throughout 2003.
= Carter also named some of
‘ﬁﬁ the accomplishments gained
== during her tenure as president.

Have asafe and happy
holiday break!

Board members:

In other School Board meeting business...

December 16 « Board Meeting

* approved Nov. 18, 2003 board meeting minutes; Personnel and Out-of-State travel reports; Baker-Boyer Deferred
Compensation Plan Approval; and Payment of December bills and payroll.

* Tim Donaldson, Anne Golden and Toni Rudnick were sworn in for their new terms by Judge Don Schacht.

« reviewed auditor’s official report of November 4, 2003 election.

Our Core Values are more than mere words; they’re our business!

‘Quality | Integrity

Accountability |Respect |Courtesy
—




Personnel Report

* New Hires

(Certificated) - NONE TO REPORT

(Classified) - Stephen Butler, Special Programs Para-Educator, Wa-Hi
Marie Spalding, Para-Educator, Pioneer

* Resignations/Retirements
(Certificated) - Jeff Rogers, Auto Mechanics, Wa-Hi, 7 years
(Classified) - Linda Johnson, Attendance Secretary, Wa-Hi, 13 years
SFC Jose Suazo, ROTC Instructor, Wa-Hi, One month

e Termination due to job abandonment.

» Out-of-State Travel

Quote of the Week

“‘Every great man is unique.”
Ralph Waldo Emerson

Diane Briggs to Health, PE, Dance & Rec. Conference in New Orleans, LA (funding - PGO & Professional Growth)
Leigh Parker to Professional Training in Scottsdale, AZ (funding - Health Supervisor & Personal Funds)
Sue Westergard to National Renaissance Conference in Orlando, FL (funding - Staff Achievement and Professional Growth)

Improved student achievement at core of
Alternative Programs improvement plan

Alternative Programs Principal Jeff Weeks presented the school’s an-
nual improvement plan report to school board members during last night’s
regularly scheduled meeting. Weeks noted in his Guide to School Im-
provement, staff at Paine Campus and Opportunity Program are working
hard to connect with students and develop individualized learning plans
to meet each student’s specific needs.

Weeks noted few Alternative Program students pursue higher educa-
tion. He said prep sessions to help students fill out college applications,
financial aid forms and complete other key steps to gain college admis-
sion are now available. He said incentives to perform well on the WASL
are also now being offered by allowing students to earn one-quarter credit
for each area they meet standards. WASL prep courses are also offered to
all sophomores.

Weeks said he wants to more closely study performance-based school
environments to better learn of ways for students in alternative programs
to have success. He said many of these students need clear examples of
how the subject matter they are being exposed to will help them in “real
world” situations. Weeks plans to visit Truman High School in Federal
Way early next year to study techniques being used there to help students
succeed.

Alternative Programs 2003-2004 Goals

Opportunity Program

* To improve student learning and teacher instruction based on
detailed assessment data.

* To improve students’ problem solving strategies used in Math.

* To improve student writing in all curricular areas.

Paine Campus

* To improve instruction and student achievement in both reading and
math.

* Research, study and plan implementation of researched based
alternative school models to improve student learning and
achievement.

* To complete school self-study and accreditation process to assure
quality of program to meet and improve student learning needs.

Board honors Wa-Hi FFA teams

Board members recognized Wa-Hi FFA advisors
Mike Martin and Arch McHie last night for
bringing home another national title and placing in
several other categories during the national
competition in Louisville, Kentucky earlier this year.

This is the second national title in as many years.
FFA members during the past two school years have
earned 20 academic scholarships worth $13,200!

Marketing—NATIONAL CHAMPIONS
- Danielle Gray
- Mitch Frazier
- Kyle Williams

Citizens for Schools events schedule
Community Meeting
* Wednesday, January 7 - 6:30 p.m.,

Whitman College Memorial Bldg, Rm 316

Community Levy Rally
* Sunday, January 11 - 1:00-4:00 p.m.
YMCA

Silent Auction/Dinner
* Saturday, January 24 - 7:00-10:00 p.m.
Walla Walla Fairgrounds Community Bldg.

Cindy Meyer 529-0952
Bob Hill 522-7087

The 10/10 Staff Newsletter is published three
times per month by the Walla Walla Public Schools
Communications Department.

To submit materials for this publication, contact
Communications Director Mark Higgins:

* Telephone: 526-6716

» E-mail: mhiggins@wwps.org

‘Keeping Our Team Informed’




