WWPS 10th Grade Language Arts Promise Standards
Families: In Walla Walla Public Schools, we operate in an aligned and coherent system. This means students will
receive access to the same promise standards no matter which school they attend. The tenth grade team at your
child’s school will support all students to reach proficiency on the promise standards listed below, while also
addressing all of the tenth grade language arts standards. Teachers identified these promise standards in
alignment with previous and following grade levels to ensure skills build from year to year, and lead to a successful
educational career in Walla Walla Public Schools.
Reading: Literature Reading: Informational Text

Writing

Language Speaking and Listening

10th Grade Language Arts Promise Standards
 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text,
including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.
 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative
meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language
evokes a sense of time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone).
 Analyze in detail how an author's ideas or claims are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or
larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter).
 Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that
point of view or purpose.
 Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the
evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and fallacious reasoning.
 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and
sufficient evidence.
o Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an
organization that establishes clear relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and
evidence.
o Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while pointing out the
strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience's knowledge level and
concerns.
o Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the
relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s)
and counterclaims.
o Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and
conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
o Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.
 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches
effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the research question; integrate information into the
text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.
 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
o Use parallel structure.
o Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial, prepositional, absolute)
and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add
variety and interest to writing or presentations.
 Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying any fallacious reasoning
or exaggerated or distorted evidence.
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