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. Why is February a good month to work on being kind to others?

. We try to use Valentine’s Day as a time to do special projects with our students
about being kind to others. These skills will help them throughout their lives. We
have many academic areas we teach, but if they can’t learn the social skills of
getting along, then they’ll always have troubles no matter how smart they are.

. How does this program help prepare students for kindergarten?

. Alot of our students would not be in preschool without this program because they
come from low income families. Many of our students do not have the opportunity
for enrichment experiences as do children from families with more means. Here
they get a chance to experience so much more.

Q. What type of academic and social growth do you see in your students?

. Oh, it's amazing! They really have changed. We can hardly believe it when we
look at their pictures. They’ve grown physically, but they’ve also grown in how they
get along with others and follow directions. Academically they continue to make
gains. They are learning how to write, learning the names of the letters, and how
to count. We are so proud of how much they are learning.

. What is the key to keeping students excited about school as they get older?

. We have to remember where they came from and let them know we love them. We
do home visits in this program and other teachers don’t always have the luxury of
doing this. It's a very humbling experience for our teachers. Many of our students
come from very little and they need to know we care. Their parents love them and
want the best for their children, but many are working full-time or going back to
school. It's so important to know the children and their families and let them know
they are important.
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