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i Q. What are students in your 6th grade writing class working on?
A. We are working on persuasive writing. Everybody has to persuade somebody
something. If they can do it in writing, all the better! Letters to the editor, grants and
all kinds of jobs require you to convince someone your way of thinking.

. How do you help students learn these writing skills?

. I'learned early on in my career, it comes down to three areas: fluency, clarity and
correctness. New writers just need to write a lot. This is fluency. Then they move
on to the next stage which is clarity. Did the writing make sense? The final step is
correctness. This includes spelling and punctuation. Our kids at every stage are
still developing their writing skills.

. Why is it important to develop strong writing skills in middle school?

. Students will use writing in all their subjects in high school. | believe this is the last
chance they can be taught the skills of writing. They will be taught a few more skills
in high school, but teachers are expecting them to come with the basic skills.

| see my job as bridging from elementary to the high school by teaching students
these writing skills. We always hear of college professors lamenting how students
can’t write and then sending them to remedial classes. Kids should not have to
do this. Middle school is where they are getting the discrete and wholistic skills
needed to put it all together. Then it’s just a matter of perfecting these skills.

. What advice do you have for parents who are helping their child with writing?

. Don’t look at their spelling and handwriting. This is only a small portion of writing.
Look for their ideas and thoughts. Help them go deeper with their ideas which
we refer to as elaboration. If | can see the ideas, | can correct the spelling and

handwriting. It's the ideas I’'m looking for in their writing.
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