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. What projects are your students working on in their science unit?

. We are studying soils. | ask my students why we are taking valuable class time to
learn about soils. Then we do investigations to discover why it’s important to learn
more about soils.

. What are some of the investigations your students do to make these discoveries?

. We take three different types of soil and study their characteristics. We’re looking
at them and touching them to make this a hands-on learning project. We use water
to see how the different types of soil react to water. We also have made compost
bins, complete with worms, to see how soils break down.

. Why do you place students in pairs to complete their investigations?
. When you hear a question someone else has, it gets you thinking about the answer
too. The buddy system also helps with following directions and sequencing.

I have strengths my partners might not have and they have strengths that | might
need, so it's a coordinated effort. They figure out how to make it work so both
students feel good about it.

. What did your years working in preschool teach you about working with children?
. Relationships are completely vital to teaching. It's so important for our students to
feel comfortable.

| try to have a lot of hands on experiences for my students so they are in control of
their own learning and know what is expected of them. They need to have goals
and the necessary support along the way to help them reach their goals. It’s the

same no matter what the ages of the students. e
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