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3 A. The Freshmen Science Program offers students elements of cell biology, chemistry,
physics and astronomy. This programs allows students to make choices later in
- - high school. Maybe it was biology that appealed to them, so they can take more
; . biology their junior year. Maybe it was physics or chemistry.

‘ Q. Why does your science program appeal to students?

‘ A. It's an inquiry based program so they have to be an advocate for their own learning.
This challenges them to learn. We make everything as hands on as possible. They
are getting experiences in the lab where they have to use their thinking, math and
writing skills to pull it all together.

Q. What lesson are your students working on?
. A. We are working on cell biology. We are testing to see if molecules will pass through
a cell membrane. Different groups will be testing different factors in the lab and
then will report on their findings.

% . Q. Why do you feel positive reinforcement is so important?

% A. | preferto give positive strokes rather than negative strokes. For example, if a student
does something well I'll send out a postcard to their parents telling them what their
child did in class. | also make positive phone calls to parents. It’s interesting to hear
the tone in their voice change when they realize the call is for something positive
and not something their child did wrong.

. Are you glad science will become a state assessment graduation requirement?
. lam. Science is all around our students and the world in which they live. Science
is important so I'm glad it is part of the testing process.
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