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/ Position: Art Teacher Years in District: 21 years

Q. What project are your students working on?
A. We are working on cartoon faces. The students are learning to enlarge and draw
what they see. They are also learning about the elements of lines, shapes and
colors. We also work in the principles of design and patterns.
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. How often do you see the students?
. | see them daily for nine weeks. Students receive one quarter of art instruction per
year.
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. Can students get more time with you?

. I encourage students to come in afterschool to work on projects. Many students will
come in and continue developing their skills on their own time. I'm always amazed
about how much growth | see.
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. How do you help students overcome their fears?

. As often as | can, | meet with the students individually to help them develop their
skills. As they develop their skills, they also gain confidence. | ask my students to
not compare their work to mine or the other students. I've been doing this a long
time. As with anything, art takes a lot of practice.

. Why are art skills valuable?

. | think art is one of the most important classes students will take. | tell them that
art is all around us. It’s in architecture, videos and board games. My students are
amazed at how art impacts their world. | recently showed my students how both of
my sons use art in their careers. One of them is the editor of a dirt biking magazine
and the other is a graphic designer who creates dirt biking apparel. This connection

peaked their interest, especially for the boys in my class. :
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I wish T had the students
for the entire year or even a
semester. It's important to
make a connection with the




