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CHOOL: Walla Walla High School
YEARS IN DISTRICT: 2 years

. What are freshmen in your Pacific Northwest History class working on?

. We are studying Native Americans of the Pacific Northwest.They are learning
about the region’s first inhabitants. | want them to know they had a myriad of
cultures and peoples that were living here with a rich tradition for thousands of
years before the Europeans ever showed up.

. What are some of the discoveries your students make during this unit?

. They soon learn their images, visuals and ideas of Native Americans are largely
stereotypical. | want to teach them that these misconceptions are not true and that
there are diverse groups of Native Americans, especially in the Pacific Northwest.

Q. Why do you have your students draw their perceptions of Native Americans?

. Many of their perceptions are straight from Hollywood. This really comes out in
their drawings as we begin the unit. As we get into the materials, they see how far
from the truth it really is.

. Why do put so much emphasis on the process of learning?

. | realize my students will forget some of the content from the material we are
learning. What | try to focus on is the process, rather than the product. | want to
prepare them for any situation they may face, whether it's another high school
class, college or work.

I’'m focused on teaching my students critical thinking skills and analysis. These are

skills they will need throughout their lives, especially as they become conscientious
and politically aware citizens.
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