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This edition the president’s 
message features the mini 
grant winners. 

Linnea Keatts, chair 

Each year the associa-
tion provides ten mini 
grants of $100 each to 
members who are cur-
rently working in Walla 
Walla and Columbia 
County Schools. The 
five winners for the fall 
drawing are: 

Carla Houchin and 
Nichole Hansen, 
Davis School in College 
Place. Carla and 
Nichole will use their 
mini grant to take their 
kindergarten classes to 
the Children’s Museum. 

Jack Smiley, Prescott 
School. Jack will use 
the grant to help defray 
costs for athletes for 
out of town games. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Thanks to the efforts of Linda Thorne and 
Bob Fox, with the help of many of the current 
members, a number of individuals have recently 
joined our organization.  We welcome you and 
invite you to become involved in the activities 
of our group. Especially in these times of eco-
nomic downturn, the number of voices to the 
legislature become especially important.  

 Retired: 
Laura Droke 
Pam Thompson 
Joyce Huntington 
Gwen Gobel 
Laura Young 
Janice Fintel 
“Judy” Kessler 
Ken Morgan 
Roberta Winchell 
 
Active: 
Susan Bauer,  Garri-
son 
Robert Garcia,  Garri-
son 
Gayle Kinman,  Gar-
rison 
Stacy McPherson, 
Garrsion 
Teresa Mobley, Gar-
rison 

Grace Ogoshi, Garri-
son 
Douglas Poulson, 
Garrison 
Marie Spalding, Gar-
rison 
Terry Klinefelter, Lin-
coln 
William Jordan, Ad-
ministration 
Kelly Dabulskis, 
Dixie 
Jeff Bartlow, Waits-
burg 
Jason Grove, College 
Place 
Cynthia Litts, College 
Place 
Elizabeth Bleecker, 
College Place 
Peggy Scrimsher, 
Burbank 
Donald Smith, Day-
ton 
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This year the legislature will have a 
short 60 day session. Constituents 
must be ready to respond quickly as 
issues arise.  The State Legislature is 
looking at an approximately $2.6 
billion dollar shortfall that must be 
made up within the 12 remaining 
months of the biennium. The full 
two year biennium amount that is 
unprotected is approximately $9.3 
billion, which means only $5.5 bil-
lion is left in the fund balances that 
can be cut because the biennium is 
half over. Thus, the legislature will 
need to cut about one-half of the 
monies available, or approximately 
$1.00 for every $2.00 they have.  
The programs that will be affected 
are: 

�� Mental health and social ser-
vices 

�� Prison/community supervision 
programs 

�� Care of low income elderly 

�� Economic support for low-
income families 

�� K-12 non-basic education fund-
ing (class size as an example) 

�� Higher education 

�� Juvenile corrections 

From my perspective and from 
what I hear from Olympia, Gover-
nor Gregoire is required to publish 
a balanced budget in December 
prior to the legislature convening. I 
believe she will ask the legislature to 
“buy back” programs she has to cut 
to balance the budget by asking for 
increased revenue.  Normally in-
creased revenues will come from: 

 

�� Redirected program funding    
(I don’t think the legislature is 
going to cut more programs) 

�� I n c r e a s e d  e f f i c i e n c i e s 
(remember approximately 80% 
of the budget is salaries) 

�� Increased taxes (It has been 
suggested the Governor will ask 
for up to 2 cents more added to 
the sales tax) 

What does this simply mean for 
WSSRA this year in Olympia? 
This will not be a year to ask for 
new programs or enhancements. 

I am scheduled to be on the hill 
(the capitol hill that is) on two 
separate occasions in January 
and February to talk to our 16th 
and 8th Legislative Districts’    
elected officials. We may need to 
ask members to support our ef-
forts if the legislature goes after 
pension funds, etc. If we need 
your help, we will ask and hope-
fully members will respond 
quickly.  

 

To help our unit members keep in-
formed and respond when needed 
there should be two web site ad-
dresses included on our unit web 
page in January. (Walla Walla Public 
Schools>staff resources>retired 
educators) 

 

For a link to the legislature insight 
www.wssra.org/legislativeinsight  

and a link to the message line 
www.wssra.org/messageline 

 

 

The 2009 Governor’s Health Bowl 
challenge saw the involvement of 
seventeen participants from the 
Walla Walla-Columbia School Retir-
ees Association who racked up 
1969.5 miles of walking/exercise in 
seven weeks. Since our first entry in 
the Governor’s Health Bowl in 
2007, the number of participants 
have nearly doubled and our mile-
age has increased from 912 miles to 
this year’s 1969.5 miles. 

Eight members (Diane Briggs, 
Barbara Daniel,  Richard Daniel,  
Mary Jo Fontenot, Bill Miller, 
Leslie, Stockton, Sandi Swanson,  
and Gordon Taylor) walked no 
less than 100 miles! 

Kathleen Bergevin, Mardel Bier-
wagen, Charles Clizer, Merilyn 
Clizer, Joan Helm, Kay Miller, 
Mike Peters, Suzanne Towery, 
and Joyce Oakley contributed to 
Unit 31’s outstanding mileage total.  

Congratulation to all the members 
who took part in this year’s Wash-
ington State Fitness Challenge. 

Interesting tidbits regarding the 
Walla Walla-Columbia School Retir-
ees Association involvement in the 
Governor’s Health Bowl Challenge: 

�� 2008 total mileage 1405 with 14 
participants (average 100 miles) 

�� 2009 total mileage 1969.5 with 
17 participants (average 116 
miles) 

* * * *  

All those who believe in psychoki-
nesis, raise my hand.  

What hair color do they put on li-
censes of bald men? 
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What is it? It is the fourth annual 
Teddy Bear Show and Tea with vis-
iting doll exhibits.  A $5 donation 
entities a customer to the Teddy 
Bear exhibit from local artists, an 
outstanding four course tea, a 
Teddy Bear raffle, silent auction, 
story corner, antique and hand 
made doll displays, and more. A 
photographer is also available. 

 

Where is it?  The Show and Tea is 
held at St. Francis Parish Hall, 722 
West Alder, Walla Walla.  

 

When is it?  The Show and Tea is 
Saturday, February 27, 2010, from 
10:00 am. to 3:30 pm.  

 

 

Who is involved?  Many volunteers 
are needed to insure a successful 
show. Chairpersons will meet in 
January to report on their prepara-
tions for the event.  

Several members are currently sell-
ing items for the Teddy Bear Em-
porium. It is all for the scholarship 
fund.  The Walla Walla-Columbia 
School Retirees Association annu-
ally grants two $1000 scholarships 
to prospective teachers who are 
ready for their student teaching ex-
perience.  

Questions? Regarding the Tea-Call, 
Sandi Swanson; for the store-call 
Joan Helm or Mary Jo Geidl; tickets 
available at the door or call 525-
3801. Hope to see you there.  

 

A.J. Jacobson, Prescott School. A. 
J. has chosen to use her grant 
money to purchase hats and gloves 
for students in need. 

Linda Zavala, Dixie School. Linda 
used her grant money to buy read-
ing interactive games and pre-k 
readers.  

It is always a treat to present the 
mini-grants to school employees 
throughout the region. This year 
was the first for College Place to 
participate, and it was fun to have 
two teachers win.  In Prescott and 
Dixie, the entire student body was 
present when the awards were 
given.  That was impressive! The 
next application for five more mini-
grants will be in January with the 
drawing held at the luncheon on  
February 8th.                                        

Two $1000 scholarships are avail-
able through the Walla Walla-
Columbia School Retirees Associa-
tion. If you are a graduate of a high 
school in Walla Walla or Columbia 
Counties and doing student teach-
ing between September 2010 and 
June 2011 you would be eligible to 
apply. Contact Mardel Bierwagen 
a t  5 2 5 - 6 1 1 7  o r  g b i e r -
wagen6117@charter.net. The appli-
cations are due by April 1, 2010. 

If you know of someone who is 
planning to do student teaching 
next fall, let them know of the 
scholarships. 
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The Walla Walla-Columbia School Retirees Association luncheon meetings are held the sec-
ond Monday of  the month from September through May. Unless announced otherwise, the 
meetings are held in the Walla Walla Public Schools Administration building, 364 S. Park. 

 

February 8  Valentines Day, Elementary School choir, to be arranged 

March 8  Mini Grant Winners  

April 12 Panel of  Community Agency Directors 

 

364 S. Park 

Walla Walla,.WA. 99362 

 

 

  

Virgil Reynolds--get well 

Family of Richard McCrea--
sympathy 

Pat Rhode--get well 

Family of Lorraine Dummler--
sympathy 

Marybell Savage--get well 

 

Betty Myers--thinking of you 

Connie Bosley--thinking of you 

Gene Frank--thinking of you 

Shirley Rodenberg--thinking of 
you 
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