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President’s Message

Harriet  Michael,
President Unit 31

Greetings. Our Teddy
Bear Tea and Doll
Show was a huge suc-
cess! A BIG thank you
to Jacky Ormsby for
arranging and organiz-
ing everything so effi-
ciently. Another BIG
thank you to Sandi
Swanson and Dee
Aichele for the terrific
job or organizing the
kitchen crew and hav-
ing it al run so
smoothly.

Also a huge thank you
to EACH and EVE-
RYONE of you that
had a part in it. Many
hands make light work!

It was so impressive
the way everyone
worked together to get
it set up and taken
down. All of you that

donated items--
homemade and other-
wise--THANK YOU! |
have heard many com-
pliments on our Tea.
Thanks to ALL for a
job well done!

Our nominees for the
State awards were an-
nounced at our last
meeting.

Stan  McNaughton
Award is Irene Glea-
son.

Patrick Hoban Award
nominee is Bob Fox.
Our unit is represented
well and we wish them
luck at the State level.

To keep involved in
our retirement associa-
tion gives us retirees a
chance once in a while
to be with others that
have a common back-
ground--education. We
do this at our lunch-
eons where we have
informative and enjoy-
able programs and see
old friends. Our Teddy
Bear and Doll Tea is
fun  while  making
money for our two
$1000 scholarships for

student teachers. We
also give ten $100 mini
grants for “active”
members to help in
their classrooms. The
legislative breakfast we
sponsor gives Uus a
chance to meet with
the legislators person-
ally and discuss the is-
sues.

We need to take to
State convention a bas-
ket to be auctioned off
for the State scholar-
ships. If you have items
that you don’t want
anymore or wish to
purchase something
that would be interest-
ing in a basket to help
raise money, please
bring to the April or
May meeting. Thank
you in advance.




WSSRA Top Legislative Priorities—
2009

By Jerry Cummins

Your association’s main prior-
ity is to oppose adoption of
the Projected Unit Credit
(PUC) Funding Method for
Plans 2 and 3. Let me explain
what this means to retired Plan
2 and 3 members.

Governor Gregoire’s current
budget proposes cuts in Wash-
ington  State’s contribution
rated to Plans 2 and 3 amount-
ing to the State General Fund
savings of approximately $385
million. In order to accomplish
this savings, the Legislature
must pass the Governor’s pro-
posal to change the Plan 2 and
3 pension funding method to
the Projected Unit Credit
(PUC) method which will all
Plans 2 and 3 to accrue an un-
funded liability.

The proposal to change Plans
2 and 3 to the PUC model sets
up Washington State and fu-
ture Plan 2 and 3 retirees with
a similar scenario that cur-
rently exists for Plan 1 retir-
ees—an unfunded liability.
Whether it is for the Plan 1
unfunded liability or normal
costs of Plans 2 and 3, now is
the time for the legislature to
step up and fully fund its pen-
sion obligations. WSSRA asks
legislators to oppose expensive
proposals that would, yet again

postpone pension funding ob-
ligations into the future in or-
der to realize short-term
budget savings.

Your WSSRA will be working
to continue full funding of
pensions for all three pro-
grams. Please support the
association by opposing the
adoption of the Projected
Unit Credit (PUC) Funding
Method for Plans 2 and 3.

WSSRA is supporting three

measures that do not have fis-

cal impact on the State of

Washington:

e Access to Mailings (HB-
1219/5SB 5238)

This bill would allow your as-

sociation to access blind mail-

ings to our members.

e Prescription Drug Pri-
vacy (HB-1493)

Current law limits notification

by a doctor for prescription

refill reminders. This would

allow patient privacy and a

method for reminders for pa-

tient prescription refills.

e Aging in Place (HB-
1330)

This bill will help families keep

their loved ones at home, and

curb the rate of growth in

Medicaid expenditures for ex-

pensive nursing home care.

Retirees
Honored at
School board
meeting

AV i‘ <
Harriet Michael is presented
an award by Mary Jo Geidl..

The Walla Walla/Columbia
School Retirees Association
was represented by president,
Harriet Michael at a recent
Walla Walla School Board
meeting as part of school retir-
ees appreciation week, March
9-13. Recognition was pre-
sented by Mary Jo Geidl, who
is also a retired school em-
ployee and very active in the
association. Michaels said re-
tired employees remain com-
mitted to advancing public
education and thanked the
Walla Walla School Board for
their continued support.
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