Classroom

Close-Up

CHOOL: Sharpstein Elementary School &
YEARS IN DISTRICT: 8 years

. How much music instruction do Sharpstein students receive?
. Students attend music class twice a week for 30 minutes.

. What is your daily schedule?

. The schedule is pretty tight. We move one class in right after the other pretty
much all day long. The students sing, use percussion instruments, learn music on
recorders, play guitars and other instruments to learn our music standards.

. In this class you were working with 2nd graders. What are their expectations?

. We work on basic rhythmic concepts and becoming fluent with a steady beat. We
use a lot of language to assist kids in learning rhythm and we try to coordinate with
curriculum in the other subject areas. Song lyrics often are linked to science or
social studies to help them learn vocabulary and content.

. How does Sharpstein’s music program support the dual language program?

. Songs are definitely a part of learning a foreign language. | do songs in English
and Spanish so students are more comfortable learning the vocabulary as they
progress through the program. It's not difficult for young kids to learn a new
language. The students enjoy music class and have fun so that helps support their
learning.

COMMENTS FROM SHARPSTEIN PRINCIPAL LAURA QUARESMA:
“Lori Parnicky collaborates with classroom teachers to integrate music and
movement with district grade level curriculum.

She continues to seek and find sources that enhance learning through music. Her
classroom is interactive and children love to participate in music.”
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