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. What are some of the skills students in your class are expected to learn?

. | expect students to learn basic literary terms and ideas related to short stories,
fiction and drama. They will also increase their abilities in essay writing and how
they explain themselves in writing.

. Why did you use art supplies on this recent assignment?

. The students made symbolic representations of themselves to help us get talking
about symbolism in literature. The students then went around to interpret each
other’s work.

. Why do you have students reflect on their classmates’ work?

. It's interesting to get inside what another student is thinking. So often, they are
only dealing with their personal views. It's especially important on this assignment
since we’re trying to get them to interpret symbols in literature and life.

. Why do you challenge students to get to know each other?

. Often, students will just move around in their own groups, so | find ways to connect
them to students they may not know very well. We have a diverse school and we
need to encourage the kids to embrace the diversity.

. How do you make a classic like Romeo & Juliet appeal to today’s students?

. The themes in the masterpiece Romeo and Juliet clearly apply to today’s teenagers.
We have young love and dealing with parents. There are rivalries between groups.
Our students deal with all of these issues in and outside of school.
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