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HOOL: Sharpstein Elementary School
GRADE LEVEL: Kindergarten (Spanish) PROGRAM: Dual Language

. What is the daily schedule for students in the dual language program?

. AM: Numbers, singing, reading, writing, English as a Second Language (ESL),
Spanish as a Second Language (SSL), positive action behavior education program
and pull-out for: Music, Library, PE
PM: Social Studies, math and learning-centered play time with their partner

. How do make sure the five and six-year-old students are learning the language?

. You have to use a lot of pictures and your hands and expressions. Sometimes you
have to throw in an English word. But, within two months it's just Spanish. They
can get it. It's amazing how much growth we see.

. How long does it take students to fluently learn the language?

. Studies say seven years -- that's fluent, which means reading and writing. The
Spanish speaking students can converse in English at the end of the year because
the world is English dominate. English speaking students can usually say some
phrases in English by the end of the year, but it depends on their personalities.

. How do you make sure the students learn content while acquiring the language?

. They get all of the content in their reading and writing classes in two languages.
For example, with the life cycle science project | am working on in my class, they
are writing and reading about it in Mrs. Morgan'’s class in English. They are getting
the content in two languages, so they won'’t be falling behind.

COMMENTS FROM SHARPSTEIN PRINCIPAL LAURE QUARESMA:
“‘Donna uses her creativity to make learning a second language meaningful for
all of her students. Examples include puppets, chants, festivals, cooking, songs,
dance and travel around the world. Donna is a true professional and dedicated to

language learning as well as cultural awareness.” Over é g
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