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Lori Thomas

TEACHER NAME: Lori Thomas SCHOOL: Berney Elementary
GRADE: Kindergarten

. How do you get kindergarten students and parents ready for school?

. We start out by having parents bring their child in for a half hour time block by
themselves. We do a short assessment with the child and have parents fill out a
developmental questionnaire to help us know their child better. This gives parents
the opportunity to ask questions and let me know about their child’s individual
needs.
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. Why is it important to have kindergarten parents involved?

. | can’t run my program without the help of my parents. | want them to know it
is a team approach, we all work together for their child. We want them to feel
comfortable walking into the school and being a part of their child’s education.
The beginning is where we establish a strong foundation and connection with our
families.
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. What are some of the first lessons kindergarten students learn in school?
. We are teaching expectations and routines. Co-existing is a lot to learn for kids.

. What else are your students learning?

. We are talking about the color green. We brainstormed green things, they made a
green frog, they wrote green frog and they are reading that back to me. They are
doing a lot of reading, writing and math -- all tied in with colors.

. How do you use technology to help students learn?

. The sound system | use works great for children that are hearing impaired and for
children with speech and language delays. When giving directions, | can stand
anywhere in the room and all children have the advantage of hearing me as if | was

standing right next to them.
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